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OUR CHILDREN S HOLIDAYS. 

__ i. as I am afraid, hardly been adequateT^" 

ubiect P I have to deal with. I intended it more as a 
t Producing discussion, than of impressing my own ; 

M other parents. With regard to my own children, [ 
Up i .nvs P for the summer holidays, pursued the p] an 
Sate T„ S ’.Ms r paper. We have taken farm h.„^ 
ro taees on the coast, in various parts of South Wales, 
Scotland and Guernsey, and we have never had an Un - 
successful holiday. We have always returned from 0Ur 
holidays refreshed in body and mind, and with a feeling that 
we have done the right thing, both as regards our own health 
•uul well being, and that of our children, and many are the 
beautiful memories left in our minds by happy holidays spent 
together, memories which I am sure we and our children will 
treasure as long as we can remember anything. 
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By a Father. 


I , has often been said that one of the greatest difficulties 
which reformers in Home Training have to overcome, is the 
apathy of fathers. They are engrossed during the greater 
part ot the day in their various pursuits and avocations, and 
when they return to their home, they look for rest and peace 
and do not care to be troubled with educational problems. 
These, they say, are the mother’s province and she may do 
what she thinks best. The result of this negative attitude on 
the part of fathers is frequently that the mother herself takes 
little interest in the matter, leaving the children to the 
haphazard management of servants. If, on the other hand, 
the mother does take a deep interest and tries her utmost, she 
is often thwarted by the father’s interference which bewilders 
the child and goes far to counteract the mother’s efforts. 

If these premises be conceded as a fairly accurate 
description of a large number of average households, let us 
see how much would really be required of a father to prevent 
this deplorable state of affairs. 

In the first place it is most important that every father 
should realize the enormous responsibility which the 
possession of children entails. In the case of sons, it is 
generally admitted that, when they attain the age, say o 
entering a public school, they r come more closely under t e 
father’s control— but scarcely before— while the daughters 
training is left altogether in the mother’s hands. It is time 
that these old-fashioned notions should be universa y 
aside, and that all men should realize that the main e em 
of a man’s character are formed before the age 0 

By Home Training we mean, of course, ^ rac ^ ^ j s 
and thus it follows that the andV 

Zrltl importance - ’to* otters himseH. 
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father’s PLACE IN home training. 


1 

rW Having*us arrived a. thedme whe»«tef«W express* 
his willingness to 


learn and to assist his wife, the 


h,S T will be what shall he do r How much of his spare 

q ° 11 l e be required to give upr How much ca„ he 
“ me v be asked to give upi It may be stated at once, 
reasonab ) - if saC rifice it be, is necessary. 

th The°most important factor is complete Unity in Training. 
,ll is attained by a perfect understanding between the 
They should talk about the matter in their spare 
moments, they must work together so that one supports the 
other’s actions. It is not necessary tor the father to do 
much of the training himself ; during the greater part of the 
dav he may be away from home, but he should know all that 
is being done, he should be thoroughly posted, so that the 
children see and feel that their parents are completely one. 
Children are very quick in finding out these things. How 
much time a father can or will devote to the study of education 
must be left to the individual, but Unity of the parents is an 
essential necessity. The effect of such Unity will soon be 
seen in practice. One of the first lessons a child has to learn 
and one which, as the years roll on, has to be repeated con- 
stantly is Obedience. What might this world not have been 
without “Man's first disobedience: 

To secure obedience, firmness and unity of the parents 
and those who work under their orders are absolutel) 
necessary. Yet, how often does not this one requirement 
prove the stumbling-block of all training r 

Obedience is easier to attain in some children than m 
others. It also requires much tact on the part of the tiainers. 
It can only be acquired gradually. Like any other ha iL 
it will grow, but, quite at first, only few things shou 
be insisted upon absolutely. Give the child as much frecco 
as possible, teach him at the same time that there am ^ 
few things he must not do and some he must do, the 
will come gradually. . l0 

In many cases it will be found that it is not possib e ^ 
obtain obedience without punishment. However ^ al ^j n g 
may seem to punish a child for the first time- sonie a 
like robbing a flower of its bloom or clipping the \vin£, s 


FATHERS PLACE IN HOME TRAINING. 
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cherub— we must not allow our sentim^ * 
practical necessity. Unfortunately, since Adam° ° V ^ COme 
L„h and not in paradise. Rousseau teg™’ his EmUe 
with the profound aphonsm : “ L’homme est i u 
partout il est en fers." These are hard facts. The \l’oM 
in which we live is a hard taskmaster and sooner or later 
educates all her children. How much happier are those 
who learn in early infancy, that they cannot do as they like 
but must obey laws. It may be asked : Why this digression? 
Just for this. In the household the embodiment of law and 
justice should be the father. He should by no means be 
only the stern father ; if he loves his children he will know 
how to romp and play with them and gain their affections 
in many ways, but nevertheless he should be the “ Ultima 
Ratio,” to whom, in times of difficulty, appeal is made. 

Unfortunately some children are not always amenable 
to reason, which, of course, will always be resorted to first 
and which in many cases is sufficient. Still there will be 
some, especially boys, who must be seriously punished. I 
believe that the father can do this best. He possesses 
the magnetism which is derived from physical strength. 
Without necessarily resorting to it, the boy knows and 
feels it is there and might be exercised. In most cases that 
will suffice, but it may be that once in a while it does not. 
In such a case, let the punishment be as solemn as it can 
be devised. Let the child be called into a room which it 
does not habitually enter, perhaps the fathers stud), anc 
let the father, showing no trace of excitement, exp am t at 
he, in punishing, is himself obeying some ig 
right and wrong and does so with sorrow. 

Such a punishment will be impressive and probably 

last for many a long day to ^ the duties of a 

Without in any way suggesting especially 

good father are summed up m t attention to them 

mentioned in this paper, I belie . . the arduous 

would go far, both in the direction o g hus band’s active 
task of mothers, who, being assure rout i n e of work with 
sympathy, would enter upon th ^?f foundations of happiness 
increased zeal; and in laying t Hiscinline, which is 

for their children by giving them SU 
so necessary in the right forma i 3 b 
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